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that the fish were not to be wasted. In a long shed, under
the shade of some overhanging coconut palms, the island
subjects were hard at work scaling, cleaning, scrubbing,
slicing and salting fish. After selecting a couple of fish for
kitchen use, the rest were split down the middle, turned
inside out and salted, and strung on long wires to dry in
the sun.
For anybody that has the energy and initiative to catch
fish and treat them in this simple fashion, there is a good
market for the result of his labours. Salted fish is a much-
prized article of food for the mine-owners, who, having to.
provide food for their coolie labourers, find the dried fish
cheap and nutritive.
For those people who believe that the Kanakas are stupid
people, incapable and unwilling to learn, I should like to
present Emile as the living proof of their error. Emile has
had no schooling, and arrived in New Caledonia from the
Loyalty Islands when he was twelve years old, entering
M. Calimbre's service as house boy almost immediately. As
far as concerns the running of the Konienne establishment,
there seems nothing he can't do. For three and a half weeks
out of every month, he is in sole command of the colony.
He keeps the engines of the launch, the water-pumping and
'electric light plant in perfect running order, tends the flocks
of sheep and goats, supervises the treating, drying and
packing of the fish, the growing of the island's vegetables
and a hundred other operations. He is a crack shot with
rifle or shot gun and, when the community gets tired of
island fare, he takes the launch across to the c Grande Terre *
•(mainland) and shoots a deer or two.
The peak of my admiration for Emile was reached after
lunch on tke day of our fishing excursion. Noticing that his
great, broad weatherbeaten face had taken on an unnatural
pallor, I followed him across the clean-swept courtyard into
a small, shed* There was Emile, his head bent low over a
wooden trough, his arms working like flails, kneading dough.
Added to all Ms other attributes, this Melanesian factotum
is the island bread-maker.

